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“Of$icial	restrictions	
on	freedom	of	
speech	grew	during	
World	War	I,	as	
increased	anxiety	
about	radicalism	led	
to	a	Red	Scare	and	
attacks	on	labor	
activism	and	
immigrant	culture.”	
	



“Official restrictions on freedom of speech grew 
during World War I…”  
•  Espionage Act (1917)  

 
•  Sedition Act (1918):  

•  Anti-German sentiment 
increased 
 
 
 

•  Schenck v. U.S. (1919): 

U.S. 
 Government 



following 
World War I  

FEAR 



FEAR OF REVOLUTION 
•  “Bolshevik Revolution” 

•  Strikes occurred 
throughout the U.S. 
1919.  

•  These two separate 
events were linked 
together 



RED SCARE: 1919-1920 
•  In 1919 bombings 

occurred in 8 American 
cities 

 
•  Led to Red Scare 

1919-1920 
 
 U.S. Government does 

not get along with 
these groups: 
Radicals 
Leftists 
Socialists 
Anarchists 
Etc. 
 

ROUNDING UP YOU, YOU, YOU! 
 



PALMER RAIDS 
•  Attorney General A. 

Mitchell Palmer led 
raids of suspected 
radicals 

–  USS Buford 
(“Soviet Ark”) 

 
 



“During and after World 
War I, nativist campaigns 
against some ethnic 
groups led to the passage 
of quotas that restricted 
immigration, particularly 
from southern and 
eastern Europe, and 
increased barriers to 
Asian immigration.” 
 
 * This is the I farted in the 

club dance or the lets get 
rid of the “undesirable” 
immigrant dance 



•  Quota Act of 1921:  

•  National Quota Act of 1924:  

•  Sacco and Vanzetti 

RESTRICTING IMMIGRATION 



Click “LIKE”, 
subscribe, 
and tell your 
friends! 


