Name:________________________

Understanding the Election of 1932

Reading Guide
Think about it!

It is 1933, the height of the Great Depression. Thousands of banks and businesses have failed, and up to 25% of population is out of work. HOW WOULD YOU BEGIN TO REVIVE THE ECONOMY?

Examine the Issues:

a.) How can the government help failing businesses?

b.) What can be done to help reduce unemployment?

c.) What would you do to help restore public confidence in the economy?

d.) How would you get money to pay for your proposed recovery programs?

Read the assigned sections in your book. Following your reading answer the questions in complete sentences.
Read: Hoover Struggles with the Depression (Page 478-479)
1.) How did Herbert Hoover attempt to reassure the nation following the stock market crash?

Read: Hoover’s Philosophy (Page 479)
2.) What was “rugged individualism?” Why did Herbert Hoover value this approach to solving the problems of the Great Depression?

3.) Did Herbert Hoover support the federal government providing direct relief such as welfare to the American people? What was his approach to solving the Great Depression?
Read: Democrats win in 1930 Congressional Elections (Page 480-481)
4.) What were “Hoover flags?” 

5.) What were “Hoover blankets?”

Read Hoover Takes Action (Page 481)
6.) What did the Reconstruction Finance Corporation (RFC) do?

7.) What were the criticisms of the RFC?

Review Gassing the Bonus Army (Page 482-483)
Read: A New Deal Fights the Depression: (Pages 488-489)
8.) What were Americans ready for during the presidential election of 1932?

9.) What attracted voters to the Democratic candidate Franklin Roosevelt?

10.) What was Franklin Roosevelt’s Brain Trust?

11.) What was the New Deal?

12.) What three goals did the New Deal focus on?

13.) What was the Hundred Days?
